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Michigan-made Annabelle & Bear film delivers

a timeless message (Part 2 of 2 and sixth in a

series)
February 27, 1:28 AM Detroit City Buzz Examiner Wendy Clem
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Olivia Walby, 3, child star of “Annabelle & Bear,” and the

film’s writer and director, Amy Weber.

Wendy Clem

This article is part of Detroit's Best

Amy Weber, a 41-year-old Birmingham

resident and two-time Emmy winner, is now

hoping for film distribution for "Annabelle &

Bear," whose timeless message includes

one of real-life industrious Michigan workers

as well as a touching fictitious father and

daughter story.

The lifetime Michigan native established her

production company, Radish Creative

Group, in 1997 while jointly finishing her

master's degree in communications arts at

Eastern Michigan University, and teaching at

EMU and Specs Howard. 

She credits burgeoning statewide

moviemaking with Michigan's foresight for

establishing a better entrepreneurial climate

and carving out a new economic niche.

"'Annabelle & Bear' couldn't have been

made without the state's film incentive - that

has done everything to encourage projects

and caused artistic possibilities to bloom,"

Weber said. "Now those who are taking part

in projects, even the nonpaying ones like

'Annabelle & Bear,' have a solid film credit

and were part of a special project."

Weber says that the production, for which all who took part received no remuneration, was never a

matter of money. Utilizing a mix of some film veterans and brand-new faces, she tapped a talented

volunteer pool for her project.

"It was about sharing a beautiful story, about healing and about hopefully - when there are cases

like this in real life - people will remember 'Annabelle' and get involved to help," she said.

Follow us on Twitter
Keep up with the latest, greatest buzz
from Examiner.com on Twitter.

Advertisement

Homeowners Fail to Refi 
Only 85,000 homeowners have
taken advantage of Obama's
refinance plan. Calculate new

payment.   Learn more

'My Wrinkles Melted Away' 

See how a Mom combined 2
products & made her wrinkles

vanish instantly...  Learn more

Michigan Drivers Overpay? 

6/17: Obama backs new
insurance regulation. See if you
qualify for new 2010 rates

starting at $1/day  Learn more

Return To School, Get A

Grant 

If you make less than $45,000
you may qualify for financial aid
to go to school. See Degrees

Now.  Learn more

Mortgage APRs Hit 3.62% 

Only 85,000 homeowners have
taken advantage of Obama's
refinance plan. Calculate new

payment.  Learn more

 Add Your Link Here!

Popular Articles

Winter storm winds down, warmer weather on

the way

Video: Chile earthquake death toll nears 800

(see photos of damage)

Happy birthday Dr. Seuss: The Cat In The Hat

local Read Across America Celebrations

Home Entertainment Business Family & Home Life News & Politics Sports & Recreation 

Photos

Michigan Production
Complete Production Services with
Emmy Winning Staff & 42% Cash
Back!
www.ProsandContent.com

Video And Film Careers
Prepare For A Career In Film And
Production At Flashpoint Academy.
www.FlashpointAcademy.com

Center For FIlm Studies
The film industry is here in
Michigan, get training and jobs.
www.centerforfilmstudies.com

Select your city

http://www.examiner.com/editions.html
http://www.examiner.com/rss/
http://www.examiner.com/mobilesplash.html
http://www.examiner.com/my_examiners.html
http://www.examiner.com/Lansing_MI-News_Examiners.html
http://www.examiner.com/Lansing_MI-weather.html
http://www.examiner.com/Lansing_MI-weather.html
http://www.examiner.com/Vancouver2010
http://www.examiner.com/
http://www.examiner.com/
http://www.examiner.com/Become_an_Examiner.html
http://www.examiner.com/
http://www.examiner.com/Lansing_MI-News.html
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner
http://www.examiner.com/blog/includes/AddtoMyExaminers.cfm?blogID=1800&height=150&width=380&modal=true&TB_iframe=true
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner?showbio
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner~y2010m2d27-Michiganmade-Annabelle--Bear-film-delivers-a-timeless-message-Part-1-of-2-and-fifth-in-a-series
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner~y2010m2d27-Michiganmade-Annabelle--Bear-film-delivers-a-timeless-message-Part-2-of-2-and-sixth-in-a-series#
javascript:doNothing();
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner~y2010m2d27-Michiganmade-Annabelle--Bear-film-delivers-a-timeless-message-Part-2-of-2-and-sixth-in-a-series#
javascript:donothing();
http://rss.examiner.com/RSS-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner.rss
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner~y2010m2d27-Michiganmade-Annabelle--Bear-film-delivers-a-timeless-message-Part-2-of-2-and-sixth-in-a-series#
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner~y2010m2d27-Michiganmade-Annabelle--Bear-film-delivers-a-timeless-message-Part-1-of-2-and-fifth-in-a-series
http://www.examiner.com/examiner/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner~y2009m7d30-Lights-Camera-Made-in-Michigan-heads-film-projects-and-offers-hope-second-in-a-series
http://www.examiner.com/x-1800-Detroit-City-Buzz-Examiner~y2010m2d27-Michiganmade-Annabelle--Bear-film-delivers-a-timeless-message-Part-1-of-2-and-fifth-in-a-series
http://twitter.com/examinercom
http://twitter.com/examinercom
http://twitter.com/examinercom
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b0ae438da821&adId=9438&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b689f8edde28&adId=10931&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b6b1a2ea26d0&adId=10979&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b6cb341a5f5c&adId=11039&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b68b07bd5eb3&adId=10934&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b0ae438da821&adId=9438&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b0ae438da821&adId=9438&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b0ae438da821&adId=9438&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b689f8edde28&adId=10931&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b689f8edde28&adId=10931&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b689f8edde28&adId=10931&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b6b1a2ea26d0&adId=10979&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b6b1a2ea26d0&adId=10979&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b6b1a2ea26d0&adId=10979&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b6cb341a5f5c&adId=11039&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b6cb341a5f5c&adId=11039&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b6cb341a5f5c&adId=11039&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b68b07bd5eb3&adId=10934&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b68b07bd5eb3&adId=10934&zoneId=52
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=1640&zid=4b68b07bd5eb3&adId=10934&zoneId=52
https://www.adblade.com/?section=registration&action=advertiser
https://www.adblade.com/?section=registration&action=advertiser&refAppId=1640
http://www.examiner.com/x-4053-Raleigh-Weather-Examiner~y2010m3d3-Winter-storm-winds-down-warmer-weather-on-the-way
http://www.examiner.com/x-19632-Salt-Lake-City-Headlines-Examiner~y2010m3d3-Video-Chile-earthquake-death-toll-nears-800-see-photos-of-damage
http://www.examiner.com/x-31031-Providence-Headlines-Examiner~y2010m3d2-Happy-birthday-Dr-Seuss-The-Cat-In-The-Hat-Local-Read-Across-America-Celebrations
http://www.examiner.com/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.examiner.com/slideshows.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3952/2/0/%2a/g%3B221202273%3B0-0%3B2%3B43011867%3B3454-728/90%3B34590637/34608515/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BrGSExn2OS9f7OKC-zQWe-sX1CtXMqqAB95PB-hDAjbcB0J0lEAEYASCtgc4DKAM4AFCE1vaVAWDJrreJkKTQEbIBEHd3dy5leGFtaW5lci5jb226AQk3Mjh4OTBfYXPIAQHaAaQBaHR0cDovL3d3dy5leGFtaW5lci5jb20veC0xODAwLURldHJvaXQtQ2l0eS1CdXp6LUV4YW1pbmVyfnkyMDEwbTJkMjctTWljaGlnYW5tYWRlLUFubmFiZWxsZS0tQmVhci1maWxtLWRlbGl2ZXJzLWEtdGltZWxlc3MtbWVzc2FnZS1QYXJ0LTItb2YtMi1hbmQtc2l4dGgtaW4tYS1zZXJpZXOoAwHIAwfoA4UG6APkBOgDIvUDAgQARA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwrCMpYl11dYqqUgUfoo3uc5SLgxw&client=ca-pub-7479725245717969&adurl=http://www.prosandcontent.com
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3952/2/0/%2a/g%3B221202273%3B0-0%3B2%3B43011867%3B3454-728/90%3B34590637/34608515/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bt7Ovxn2OS9f7OKC-zQWe-sX1CtTavnSm1Ne-DMCNtwGwxTcQAhgCIK2BzgMoAzgAUKPg_KQGYMmut4mQpNARoAHm1oT5A7IBEHd3dy5leGFtaW5lci5jb226AQk3Mjh4OTBfYXPIAQHaAaQBaHR0cDovL3d3dy5leGFtaW5lci5jb20veC0xODAwLURldHJvaXQtQ2l0eS1CdXp6LUV4YW1pbmVyfnkyMDEwbTJkMjctTWljaGlnYW5tYWRlLUFubmFiZWxsZS0tQmVhci1maWxtLWRlbGl2ZXJzLWEtdGltZWxlc3MtbWVzc2FnZS1QYXJ0LTItb2YtMi1hbmQtc2l4dGgtaW4tYS1zZXJpZXOAAgHIAuzZpgaoAwHIAwfoA4UG6APkBOgDIvUDAgQARA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtxCGyywkRa515_ec6PgGfBXU7HDjg&client=ca-pub-7479725245717969&adurl=http://www.flashpointacademy.com/gcn_film.asp%3Futm_source%3DGoogleContent%26utm_medium%3DCPCText%26utm_content%3DText%26utm_campaign%3DFilm
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3952/2/0/%2a/g%3B221202273%3B0-0%3B2%3B43011867%3B3454-728/90%3B34590637/34608515/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BFgcIxn2OS9f7OKC-zQWe-sX1Cpij44QB1OLQnhDAjbcBwMApEAMYAyCtgc4DKAM4AFCzwpS_-f____8BYMmut4mQpNARsgEQd3d3LmV4YW1pbmVyLmNvbboBCTcyOHg5MF9hc8gBAdoBpAFodHRwOi8vd3d3LmV4YW1pbmVyLmNvbS94LTE4MDAtRGV0cm9pdC1DaXR5LUJ1enotRXhhbWluZXJ-eTIwMTBtMmQyNy1NaWNoaWdhbm1hZGUtQW5uYWJlbGxlLS1CZWFyLWZpbG0tZGVsaXZlcnMtYS10aW1lbGVzcy1tZXNzYWdlLVBhcnQtMi1vZi0yLWFuZC1zaXh0aC1pbi1hLXNlcmllc4ACAagDAcgDB-gDhQboA-QE6AMi9QMCBABE&num=3&sig=AGiWqty6ehp-sofVdRqKwZDQKs1Nh0Aamg&client=ca-pub-7479725245717969&adurl=http://centerforfilmstudies.com/about/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3952/0/0/%2a/w;44306;0-0;0;43011867;17037-160/31;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f


It was that mindset that urged Weber to include Starfish Family Services, based in Inkster, in

benefiting from the movie's premiere. The 45-year-old nonprofit organization has helped children

and families in the metro-Detroit area in similar predicaments to Bear's. 

Weber says that profits raised at the premiere will help Starfish continue its work. The agency's

CEO, Ann Kalass, was on hand to mingle and discuss the work her group does daily.

Music received a shot in the arm with 'Annabelle's' release, too. The 16-song soundtrack was

created entirely by Michigan musicians, two of whom also snagged film cameos. Following a contest

that narrowed the musicians' field from 500 applicants to 10, two - Nervous but Excited and

Vigilante Sidekicks - were featured in scenes.

Guitarist Todd Clem, 24, of Vigilante Sidekicks, was impressed by the film's debut and the quality of

the trailer, which plays on the website.

"It's generated people's interest," Clem, a Southfield resident, said, "and it is very well put-together. I

think this evening's tickets being sold out reflects how well received it has been."

April Anselmo, of Madison Heights, was working in the film's craft services when Weber recruited

her for a walk-on part in a diner. The 60-year-old laid-off librarian had enrolled in acting classes

under the No Worker Left Behind program, and may have found a new calling, she says.

"I'm so excited by this new energy in Michigan, but I have never referred to it as Hollywood coming

here," she said. "I only refer to it as Michigan beginning its own movie industry and establishing itself

as a leader in that business."

Weber modestly declines the suggestion of a local television reporter that she prepare for receipt of

an Oscar once the film is distributed and wins further audience embrace.

"What is better than an Oscar for me will be to hear people's feedback after viewing the movie," she

said. "I hope to hear they are pleasantly surprised that 'Annabelle & Bear' is a local production

because it's done that well. And, I really hope this strikes a blow for independent film everywhere."

Don't miss Part 1 of this article, as well as the Detroit City Buzz movie series articles!
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